
OPEN MEETING 
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 THIRD LAGUNA HILLS MUTUAL LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
Laguna Woods Village  

24351 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 
  

Laguna Woods Village owners/residents are welcome to participate in all open 
committee meetings and submit comments or questions regarding virtual 
meetings using one of two options: 
 
1. Via email to meeting@vmsinc.org any time before the meeting is scheduled 
to begin or during the meeting. Please use the name Third Landscape 
Committee in the subject line of the email. Name and unit number must be 
included. 
 
2. By calling (949) 268-2020 beginning one half hour before the meeting 
begins and throughout the remainder of the meeting.  You must provide your 
name and unit number. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for December 3, 2020 
5. Chair Remarks 
6. Department Head Update 

 
Consent: 
None 
 
Reports 
7. Project Log 
8. Tree Work Status Report 

 
 

(cont.) 
 

file://grf-fs2/FS$/Committee%20AGENDAS/20%20Agendas/United/meeting@vmsinc.org


 
Items for Discussion and Consideration 
9. Tree Removal Request: 4010-3D Calle Sonora Oeste (Macomber) – One 

Carrotwood tree  
10. Tree Removal Request: 5003 Duverney (Williams) – One Bottle Brush tree 
 
Future Agenda Items 
11. Fruit Tree Maintenance Policy 
12. Review and Discuss the Current Tree Removal Policy 
13. Review and Discuss the Current Tree Topping Policy 
14. Review and Discuss a Revised Tree Policy to Include Removals, Trimming, and 

Topping of Trees 
 
Concluding Business: 
15. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda) 
16. Response to Member Comments 
17. Committee Member Comments 
18. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday, February 4, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. 
19. Adjournment 

 
 

Lynn Jarrett, Chair 
Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 

Eve Morton, Landscape Coordinator 
Telephone: 949-268-2565 
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� 1�onqff 
Lynn Jarrett {Dei:.8, 202009:19 PST) 

Lynn Jarrett, Chair 
Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 

Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator - 268-2565 
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 7, 2020 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 4010-3D Calle Sonora Oeste (Macomber) – One 

Carrotwood tree 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Carrotwood tree. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr. Macomber purchased the manor in November 2008, and is requesting the removal of one 
Carrotwood tree, Cupaniopsis, anacardioides. The reasons cited for the removal are overgrown 
branches contacting with the gutter, roof, and the master bedroom screen. They feel the tree is 
overgrown; blocking light and ventilation, and causing structural damage.   There are no 
additional signatures on the Mutual Request Form, however, staff contacted five additional 
residents impacted by the tree and they were all in favor of the removal (Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned in March 2018. This is a high-maintenance tree with trimming 
scheduled for every two to three years. The height of the tree is approximately 33 feet with a 
trunk diameter of approximately 12 inches.  The tree trunk is approximately four feet from the 
manor wall and the upper branches are laying on the roof and gutter (Attachment 2).      

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in poor condition due to multiple codominant 
branches.  These are branches that have grown together creating a ‘V’ shaped structure.  This 
type of growth causes weak attachment, unlike a favorable ‘U’ shaped structure.   

Staff was unable to determine whether the branches on the roof were causing damage to the 
gutter or the window screen.  Given the proximity to the manor’s roof, there would be annual 
clearance trimming required to prevent possible damage to the manor.   

This tree will never be able to develop a well-balanced canopy.  There are two very large 
established trees very close to this tree; a Rusty Leaf Fig and a Crape Myrtle.  The removal of 
the Carrotwood tree would not impact the areas aesthetics but would allow the two remaining 
trees to fill in without conflict from overcrowding.       

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $588, the cost to trim the tree is estimated at $100 
annually and the estimated value of the tree is $1,380 based on the tree inventory data. 
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Prepared By: Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:  Photographs 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 7, 2020 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 5003 Duverney (Williams) – One Bottle Brush tree 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Bottle Brush tree. 

BACKGROUND 

The Williams purchased the manor in October 2004, and are requesting the removal of one 
Bottle Brush tree, Callistemon, spp.  The reasons cited for the removal are that the tree trunk 
leans toward the driveway and make it difficult to safely drive into the garage.  Also, they stated 
that the tree is very unattractive and dirty. There are two additional signatures on the Mutual 
Request Form in favor of the tree removal (Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned, off-schedule, in May 2020. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled 
for fiscal year 2024. The height of the trees is approximately 22 feet with a trunk diameter of 
approximately 10 inches.  The tree is approximately five feet from the sidewalk and driveway 
and is growing in a small turf area (Attachment 2).    

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in poor condition with signs of pests and 
disease which is causing bleeding of the trunk in two locations and also dieback in the branches. 
This could be caused by Verticillium Wilt which is a fungal disease in the soil.  Once this disease 
is present, it is nearly impossible to control.  In most cases, it is suggested to remove the tree 
and relocate it to another area.  Given the size and age of this tree that method has a low 
probability for success.   

The tree has an extreme lean with an unbalanced canopy and multiple surface rooting with some 
trunk damage.  Due to the proximity of the tree to the driveway, staff has had to perform off-
schedule trimming.  The lean has increased over the years which is causing the canopy to 
become even closer to the driveway and garage, requiring additional trimming on an annual 
basis.    

There has been some concrete grinding on the driveway to eliminate an off-set lip. However, 
staff doesn’t believe that the grinding was due to the trees root system based upon this species 
and the distance of the tree from the driveway.   

Staff does not recommend a replacement tree in this area due to the possible presence of the 
fungal disease.       
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the trees is estimated at $500, the estimated cost to trim annually is $100 
and the estimated value of the tree is $700 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By: Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:  Photographs  
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2
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